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July 8: The Mexican Embassy in Lima asked the Peruvian Foreign Ministry for safe passage out
of the country for two political party leaders sought by the government on charges of terrorism.
Cecilia Ovido Huataya, secretary general of the Popular Democratic Unity (UDP), and Lucas Cachay
Huaman, of the San Martin Defense Front, are members of the Patria Libre party. According to the
government, Patria Libre serves as the political wing of the Tupac Amaru Revolutionary Movement
(MRTA). The two individuals are currently residing in the Mexican Embassy in Lima, and have
requested political asylum. July 11: Enrique Bernales told reporters that during the 23 months since
President Alberto Fujimori took office, over 6,000 people have died in political violence. According
to Bernales, this figure demonstrates the failure of the government's anti-terrorist strategy. Bernales
is former president of the UN Human Rights Commission and the pacification commission of the
dissolved senate, and current director of the Constitution and Society Institute. Bernales praised
the efforts of the National Anti- Terrorism Directorate (Direccion Nacional Contra el TerrorismoDINCOTE) which recently captured MRTA leader Victor Polay and several Sendero Luminoso
leaders. However, he criticized government initiatives to incorporate the general population into
the fight against terrorism. According to Bernales, 1,560 people have died in political violence since
January 1992, and if the trend continues the death toll could surpass the 3,280 figure reported in
1991. He said that although the number of terrorist attacks has declined during the first half of the
year, the number of deaths has increased due to the increased use of explosives. Next, Bernales said
the death toll since the emergence of Sendero Luminoso in 1980 is 24,003, including 11,715 rebels,
10,021 civilians, 2,005 public security force members, and 262 drug traffickers. Bernales estimated
the actual death toll at 10% higher, or about 26,500. In the 1980-1991 period, material damage caused
by political violence in Peru was estimated at US$19 billion. For the first half of 1992, the total is US
$437.5 million. Interior Minister Gen. Juan Briones rejected the possibility of negotiations with the
MRTA prior to a commitment by the rebels to disarm. On July 6, MRTA leader Victor Polay said his
organization might be interested in peace talks with the government. Polay was captured by security
forces on June 13. July 14: In Lima, at least 20 workers were arrested during a demonstration against
government economic policies and changes to the nation's labor code. Security forces used batons
and tear gas to break up the demonstration. The protest was organized by the Peruvian General
Workers Confederation (CGTP), the country's largest labor organization. July 15: According to a
televised report cited by Spanish news service EFE, Sendero Luminoso and MRTA guerrillas have
infiltrated the school system. Three teachers have been killed by rebels in July, for a total of six since
Jan. 1. Sendero rebels occasionally interrupt classes in order to hold "popular assemblies" to explain
their ideology and to recruit, either voluntarily or by force. In areas where Sendero has a strong
influence, the rebels impose their own curriculum. According to a teacher in a rebel-dominated
area, Sendero prohibited teaching religion, grammar or history and limited the curriculum to
mathematics. The rebels themselves provided students with political and military training. Federal
government spending on education at present is about the same as in 1960. Peru spends an average
US$25 per student on an annual basis, compared to US$125 for Latin America as a whole. Fujimori
announced the creation of the country's first urban civil defense group (ronda urbana). The ronda,
comprised of 200 men and 150 women, has received training and weapons from the government and
©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 2

LADB Article Id: 060447
ISSN: 1060-4189

will patrol the Huaycan neighborhood in eastern Lima. Huaycan, with a population of about 80,000,
is considered a Sendero stronghold. July 16: A powerful car bomb exploded outside a shopping
center in Lima's exclusive Miraflores suburb, killing at least 18 people, injuring more than 100
and destroying dozens of buildings. Police estimated that the bomb was equivalent to about 1,800
pounds of dynamite. Authorities attributed the attack to Sendero Luminoso. Other targets in Lima
and the surrounding area hit with explosives and weapons fire on the same day included four police
stations, eight banks, four residential areas, eight markets, two luxury hotels and a power station.
The estimated death toll from these attacks was at least 25. The government extended the state of
emergency in Apurimac department for 60 days. July 19: Over 3,000 demonstrators marched through
downtown Lima to protest the new wave of terrorist violence. About 30 armed police entered the
Cantuta National Education University campus in Chosica, 40 km. east of Lima, and arrested one
professor and nine students. According to university rector Alfonso Ramos, the officers provided
no explanations for the arrests. (Sources: Inter Press Service, 07/09/92; Notimex, 07/08/92, 07/16/92;
Chinese news service Xinhua, 07/17/92; Spanish news service EFE, 07/11/92, 07/15/92, 07/17/92,
07/18/92; Associated Press, 07/17/92, 07/18/92; Agence France-Presse, 07/11/92, 07/14/92, 07/16/92,
07/19/92)
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